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he first law school class in national security law was offered in 1969 

at the University of Virginia by Professor John Norton Moore, who 

in 1981 founded the Center for National Security Law with Professor 

Robert F. Turner as the first research center of its kind in the world.  In 1990 

the Center published the first edition of its National Security Law casebook, 

and the following year the First National Security Law Institute was held.   

Although initially designed to train law professors who wanted to teach in 

the field, from the very first year there was a strong demand to attend the 

program from government lawyers both in the United States and abroad.  

T 

The National Security Law Institute continues 

to be the premier training opportunity for 

professors and practitioners interested in the 

intersection of law and the conduct of national 

security affairs.  . . .  It is yet another way that the 

Center for National Security Law continues its 

long tradition of leadership in the field.” 

 
Prof. Robert M. Chesney 
Charles I. Francis Professor in Law, University of Texas 

School of Law; Distinguished Scholar, Robert S. Strauss 

Center for International Security & Law; former chair, 

National Security Law Section, Association of American 

Law Schools. 

 



Over the years, the Institute has trained government lawyers from every U.S. 

department and agency with national security responsibilities and from 

foreign governments on six continents. 

The Institute is open to government attorneys at every level.  In the years 

immediately following the 9/11 attacks, we agreed to train some of the 

newly hired attorneys in the FBI’s OGC National Security Law Unit, but we 

have also had as participants general counsel/legal advisers from the U.S. 

Coast Guard, the Defense Intelligence Agency, FEMA, and the top lawyers 

from military JAG schools and war colleges.  Former participants in the 

Institute have gone on to hold such key legal positions as Deputy Judge 

Advocate General of the Air Force, Legal Counsel to the Chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff, Deputy General Counsel to the Department of Defense 

(twice), and Deputy Legal Adviser to the National Security Council (twice). 

No two-week training program is going to teach the entire field of national 

security law.  The benefits of the Institute, based upon feedback from former 

government participants, include the broad overview of the field it provides, 

the chance to hear top experts from government and the academy address the 

latest developments in the field, and the networking opportunities to meet 

legal scholars and government practitioners from diverse fields and around 

the world.   

“The University of Virginia’s Center for National Security Law stands as 

one of the Nation’s premier institutes of its kind, not just because of its 

exceptional academic excellence, but also because of the unique way it 

connects practitioners, academics, and scholars from other disciplines, 

particularly through its National Security Law Institute.  It has made a 

huge difference in my career, and I know the same can be said of several 

generations of national security law devotees of every kind.  It is a very 

special national asset that has made enormous contributions to the field, 

and it well deserves the highest accolades on its 30-year anniversary.” 

Maj. Gen. Charles Dunlap, Jr. (USAF Ret.) 

Director, Center for Law, Ethics, and National Security 

Duke University School of Law;  

former Deputy Judge Advocate General, U.S. Air Force. 

 

	



For further information, contact: 

 

 

Center for National Security Law 

University of Virginia School of Law 
580 Massie Road 

Charlottesville, Virginia 22904-4405 

(434) 924-7441 

(434) 924-7362 

nsli@virginia.edu 

http://www.virginia.edu/cnsl/nsli.html 

 

 

“I have known both John Norton Moore and Bob Turner for 

several decades and have served on their Advisory Board and 

taken part in a number of their programs since CNSL was 

founded in 1981, including addressing almost all of their annual 

National Security Law Institutes.  They and their Center for 

National Security Law truly pioneered the field of National 

Security Law, and they have been at the cutting edge of 

scholarship on issues ranging from the causes of war, the 

constitutional separation of national security powers, the best 

thinking about jus ad bellum, the targeting of enemy leaders 

during armed conflict, and the use of war crimes tribunals to 

promote the rule of law.” 

 
 

R. James Woolsey 

Former Director of Central Intelligence 

 

 

 


