
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, September 12, 2012 
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm 

 
American University Washington College of Law 

4801 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Room 603 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

 
On July 18, the highest court in the U.S. military justice system—the circuit-level Article I Court of 
Appeals for the Armed Forces (“CAAF”)—issued the most significant ruling on the scope of U.S. military 
jurisdiction in the past 25 years. In its unanimous decision in United States v. Ali, 71 M.J. 256 (2012), 
CAAF upheld a 2006 amendment to the federal military code that authorizes the trial by court-martial of 
“persons serving with or accompanying an armed force in the field,” including civilian contractors, during 
most overseas (and some domestic) military deployments. In so holding, CAAF distinguished a long line of 
Supreme Court decisions rejecting military jurisdiction over civilians both because the defendant in this 
case is a non-citizen and because his offense took place during a “contingency operation.” This panel of 
experts—including the opposing counsel before CAAF in Ali—will debate the merits of the court’s 
decision and seek to assess its potentially significant implications going forward with regard to contractor 
liability, the future of military jurisdiction in general, and the power of the military over civilians in 
particular. 
 
Panelists: 
Laura Dickinson, Oswald Symister Colclough Research Professor of Law, George Washington 
University. Author, Outsourcing War and Peace: Protecting Public Values in an Era of Privatized 
Foreign Affairs (Yale Univ. Press 2011) 
 
Capt. Chad Fisher, U.S. Army. Chief, Branch IV, Government Appellate Division, U.S. Army Legal 
Services Agency; counsel for the United States in Ali. 
 
Lt. Col Peter Kageleiry, Jr., U.S. Army. Senior Appellate Attorney, U.S. Army Defense Appellate 
Division; counsel for the Defendant-Appellant in Ali. 
 
Moderator:  
Steve Vladeck, Professor of Law and Associate Dean for Scholarship, Washington College of Law 
 

General Registration, no charge, but required.  CLE accreditation (1 credit) will be applied for as 
requested, registration fee - $55. To register, please go to 

www.wcl.american.edu/secle/registration. For further information, contact:  Office of Special 
Events & Continuing Legal Education, 202.274.4075 or secle@wcl.american.edu. 

CAN THE MILITARY TRY CIVILIANS? 
COURT-MARTIAL JURISDICTION AFTER 

 UNITED STATES V. ALI 

http://www.armfor.uscourts.gov/newcaaf/opinions/2011SepTerm/12-0008.pdf
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/10/802
http://www.wcl.american.edu/secle/registration
mailto:secle@wcl.american.edu

	General Registration, no charge, but required.  CLE accreditation (1 credit) will be applied for as requested, registration fee - $55. To register, please go to www.wcl.american.edu/secle/registration. For further information, contact:  Office of Spec...

