
                                                                                              
 

NYU ABU DHABI CYBERSECURITY FELLOWSHIP 
 
The Center for Interdisciplinary Studies in Security and Privacy-Abu Dhabi (CRISSP-Abu 
Dhabi) and the Center on Law and Security at NYU School of Law (CLS) are seeking a research 
fellow for a two-year appointment to study cybersecurity issues in the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) and the Persian Gulf region.  The fellow will be based at NYU Abu Dhabi, and 
will collaborate closely with CLS and CRISSP researchers in both New York and Abu Dhabi. 
CRISSP-Abu Dhabi is an interdisciplinary research community comprised of engineering, 
computer science, and social science faculy, as well as doctoral and post-doc researchers.  
  
The fellow will be poised to influence significantly the public dialogue about cybersecurity 
issues in the MENA/Gulf region, and to become involved in shaping the cybersecurity 
relationship between the Gulf and partners in North America and Europe.  Situated in a 
strategically vital location and growing in its sophistication and capabilities, Abu Dhabi is the 
location in which many important developments in cybersecurity will take place in the coming 
years.  As the law and strategy of cybersecurity in the Gulf continue to evolve, the fellow will 
have the opportunity to lead those discussions and represent NYU while doing so. 
 
The fellow will be resident at CRISSP-Abu Dhabi.  In addition to the specific duties listed 
below, the fellow will be expected to collaborate on existing cybersecurity projects being 
undertaken by CRISSP-Abu Dhabi.  The primary responsibilities of the fellow will include: 
 

• Publication of research on the evolving legal and regulatory landscape governing 
cybersecurity issues in the MENA/Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states; 

• Development of a network of cybersecurity professionals in the UAE to help advance the 
discussion of cybersecurity regulation and to foster collaboration between government 
and private sector entities; 

• Planning and organization of private roundtables and public lectures, panel discussions, 
and workshops on cybersecurity to develop public awareness about the issues;  

• Forging relationships between CRISSP, CLS, and other private and public institutions 
focused on cybersecurity issues in the region. 
 

The fellow should enjoy working independently, be dynamic, energetic, highly self-motivated, 
and entrepreneurial, and be comfortable operating with minimal supervision.  At the same time, 
the fellow should enjoy working collaboratively with fellow team members, and should 
especially find it rewarding to bridge not only academic disciplines (specifically linking 
technical fields with the legal and policy concerns that structure cybersecurity efforts), but also 
cultural divides. The fellow must be sensitive to cultural differences, and have the ability to be 
effective in a wide range of different environments.  
 
Qualifications 
 

• Bachelors and J.D. degree, as well as an interest in and demonstrated understanding of 
technical cybersecurity issues; 



                                                                                              
• At least three years post-J.D. work experience in national security, law enforcement, 

cybersecurity, or private legal practice pertaining to national security and/or technology; 
• Ability to conceptualize, develop, write, and edit texts for publication; 
• Superior academic record and written and oral communication skills, and meticulous 

attention to detail; 
• Established record of academic publications preferred; 
• An entrepreneurial spirit and ability to take initiative on complex projects. 

  
Compensation and generous benefits will be provided commensurate with experience. 
 
About the Center on Law and Security 
 
The Center on Law and Security is a non-partisan multidisciplinary research institute focused on 
cultivating an informed dialogue and conducting groundbreaking research on the most important 
national security, legal, and strategic questions of the post-9/11 era.   
 
Led by its Faculty Director, Professor Samuel Rascoff, and its Executive Director, Zachary 
Goldman, the Center is committed to engaging in innovative research that both informs and 
elevates the public dialogue on issues of national security law and policy, and that directly 
informs the policy-making process by engaging key stakeholders.  The Center’s research agenda 
is focused on the key issues in national security law in the second decade after 9/11.  By 
concentrating on global national security law, public/private partnerships in national security, 
intelligence oversight, and economic statecraft, the Center is poised to shape the discussion over 
national security law in the coming decades.   
 
Through its publications, conferences, and events, the Center endeavors to make our national 
security policies more effective, legitimate, and sustainable.   
 
About CRISSP 
 
The goal of CRISSP-Abu Dhabi is to establish a world class cyber security center by partnering 
with key local universities, industry and government agencies in order to facilitate cyber security 
research, education and practice in the UAE and more generally in the GCC region. The center 
will act as a catalyst to improve cyber security in the UAE and enhance its regional and global 
competitiveness in this field.  CRISSP is led by Professor Nasir Memon, Chair of the 
Department of Computer Science and Engineering at NYU Poly and by Professor Ramesh Karri, 
Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering at NYU Poly. 
 
Contact 
 
Interested applicants should send a resume, cover letter, law school transcript, and writing 
sample (preferably a piece of legal writing pertaining to the subject matter of the fellowship) by 
December 5, 2014 to Sarvenaz Bakhtiar, Director of Operations at the Center on Law and 
Security, at Bakhtiar@nyu.edu.  NYU is an equal opportunity employer. 
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